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Message from our CEO
As the end of the year approaches, we are all rushing to get
ready for the festive season, pushing to finalise projects
and fulfil obligations. We are taking stock of what we set
out to do this year, and what we have accomplished. The
end of the year brings an end to many projects and,
hopefully, an end to many challenges.
We are reminded of everything we set out to do and still
have to do. We hope that these last few weeks will be an
opportunity to address any outstanding challenges and
prepare for the opportunities that lie ahead.

SAAFF and Non-Proliferation Council Page 6
CUSTEX Penalty Resolution Tool......... Page 7
RLA Onboarding Roadshows.............. Page 8
Customs License Renewals................. Page 8
Single Window & CUSDEC .................. Page 9
SAPS Use of S88 1(a) Meeting............. Page 9
SARS CENOFS October Update......... Page 10
AEO Pilot Project Monthly Update... Page 11
Baitumedi's 5-A-Day........................... Page 11
Important dates.................................. Page 12
Transport Forum Year-End................ Page 12
Dangerous Goods Training............... Page 13
G

1

Cargo
Movement
Report

Update for 11 November

The 113th Cargo Movement Report contains a consolidated overview of
the South African supply chain and the current state of international trade.
In summary, the primary transport modalities are starting to feel the full
force of the prevailing global economic conditions as the demand for
goods continues to subside. As a result, ocean and air freight volumes
have entered the negative territory and are expected to stay there in the
short term. Perhaps the opportunity exists to reset the global supply chain
and restore some much-needed service reliability; unfortunately, several
cross-currents continue, none more so than the strategic deployment of
container capacity. Therefore, we are unlikely to experience any increased
levels of certainty over the short term; however, the outlook is not all
doom and gloom, as demand is expected to return early in the new year.

Air freight
In the airfreight sector, we continue
to
post
good
numbers,
as
international air cargo volume is
slightly down for the week ( 9%,
w/w) but remains comparatively
high, as domestic volumes also
continue to perform well ( 6%).
However,
air
cargo
activity
internationally experienced a slight
decline in September, with most
macro indicators trending into
negative territory.

↓

↑

Elsewhere, in other cargo news:
1. Emirates agreed to buy five
freighter aircraft from Boeing
2. Warnings of softening demand
despite continuing passenger-tofreighter conversions.

Road freight and
trucking update
Internationally: In the cross-border
road freight industry, several regional
borders continue to experience crossing
times in excess of a day, including
Beitbridge, Kasumbalesa, Katima, and
obue.
Domestically: The Public Servants
Association of South Africa (PSA) planned
strike action that threatened to impact
cargo movement – particularly at the
border posts – but fortunately, there was
no adverse effect on operations. Other
regional constraints this week included
(1) domestic protest action, (2) minor
network challenges at Beitbridge, and (3)
parked trucks blocking movements to
the DRC.

Port updates and the container industry
Domestically: Concerns regarding the cranes at south key at berth
108 in Durban were revisited this week as multiple cranes remain on
extended outages, halting operational performance at the berth. In
addition, Durban experienced another challenging week on all fronts
as a dry bulk vessel at the Island View terminal was delayed for 12
hours due to adverse weather conditions. Elsewhere, NCT also
experienced a challenging week as the terminal was windbound on
multiple occasions throughout the week, with the most substantial
delay occurring on Wednesday for approximately ten hours.
Internationally: In the global shipping industry, container volumes
have plummeted from last month, as the global merchandise
landscape is shaping towards a massive economic lull, further
providing setbacks for the shipping industry. Furthermore, freight
rates continued to fall sharply, with Drewry's index slipping by a
further
9% this week as the strategic capacity deployment still
cannot halt rates. Indeed, capacity utilisation has weakened across all
key routes out of China, with the Middle East trade remaining the only
exception. The West Coast of North America has been particularly
weak, with all the blanked sailings in October and the withdrawal of
10 services since September still insufficient to match the sharp fall in
demand as utilisation has fallen to its lowest levels since 2020.

↓
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Port monitoring and an update on the
current situation
The SAAFF Durban TMS
Dashboard Launch
After much anticipation, the Transport Monitoring System
(TMS) was launched towards the end of this year, and the
SAAFF Durban dashboard, under the TMS, in collaboration
with Crickmay. The Durban dashboard provides users with
a high-level overview of operations in and around the
Durban port, using big data analytics, especially focusing
on the two container terminals, Pier 1, and Pier 2. The
dashboard includes insights into both vessel turnaround
times and trucking behaviour, acting as a first step to
stitching the supply chain together. Furthermore, the TMS
platform has both simple and comprehensive reports or
dashboards looking at South Africa's seven ocean ports,
with the option to include Walvis Bay and Maputo as well,
depending on the interest. These reports look at both
water and landside turnaround times and congestion,
with the potential add-on of inland congestion tracking.
The TMS has to date incorporated two major routes, i.e.,
the N3 and N4 corridors, with plans to incorporate the N1,
N2, and other routes soon. For more information you are
welcome to visit the TMS website: https://transportmonitor.com/.
Furthermore, SAAFF is happy to announce that all SAAFF
members will have free access to the SAAFF Durban
dashboard. Should SAAFF members be interested in
accessing the dashboard or in developing their own set of
reports, please contact Lisa de Jager with your name,
surname,
company
name,
and
designation
at
ldejager@saaff.org.za.

Recovery following the
strike at Transnet
Towards the end of October, port operations,
especially on containerised cargo, were brought to a
halt due to strike action by Transnet employees due
to wage negotiations. The strike continued for just
under two weeks and has had a lasting impact on
trade in general, especially trade in containerised
goods. Although many of our ports have recovered
from the strike action, Durban's container terminals
continue to show unusually high numbers of vessels
at anchorage, with around seven container vessels
waiting to enter the port. The lack of vessels at
anchorage at other ports is, however, not necessarily
an indication of performance and planning, as a
significant portion of vessels destined for South
African ports opted to bypass either a specific port or
the country's ports as a whole.
SAAFF, in collaboration with private sector
stakeholders, estimates that approximately 11
vessels bypassed South African ports on 14
instances, with around 9 000 import containers and 8
000 export containers being affected. The full impact
of the strike is much larger and wider than simply the
cost of vessel delays and will potentially have a longterm impact on our economy. However, there is a
silver lining, as this has allowed the private sector to
collaborate with the public sector. SAAFF has also
started collaborating with different private sector
stakeholders to develop the daily supply chain
report, which SAAFF members and other
stakeholders within the supply chain receive daily.
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South Africa – South Korea Business Forum &
Nuclear Co-operation Seminar
Exchanges of high-level visits between our two countries have
increased, and so has cooperation in multilateral arenas, including
in recent nuclear and agricultural areas. As to the areas to be
further expanded between the two countries, it is proposed that the
Fourth Industrial Revolution (4IR), Nuclear Energy, and Hydrogen
are options to be explored, among others. Business Unity South
Africa (BUSA), the Korea Chamber of Commerce (KCC) and the
Embassy of the Republic of Korea jointly hosted the event.

On Wednesday, 26 October, SAAFF was invited
to speak at the illustrious event celebrating 30
years of diplomatic ties between South Africa
and South Korea. During the past 30 years, our
two countries have made significant progress in
diverse fields, including political, economic and
cultural areas.

Some key industry role players included NECSA, DTIC, DMRE, SASOL,
Korea Plant Industries Association (KPIA), Korea Electric Power
Corporation, Korea Hydro & Nuclear Power, H2Korea, KAERI, and
KOTRA.The title of SAAFF’s address was “possible cooperation in
exchanging the technologies of the Fourth Industrial Revolution”.
Although SAAFF is not active in the nuclear space, SAAFF and its
members play a critical role in facilitating trade – especially in this
case, nuclear trade. The key takeaway from SAAFF was that South
Africa has spatial challenges – with our economic hubs being far
away from seaports – meaning that our freight demand is very high
(at some 500 billion tonne-kilometres). Therefore, we need a
multimodal approach to satisfy our high freight demand. Ultimately,
logistics can only function optimally in a shared infrastructure with
shared responsibilities from all parties.
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Southern Africa Regional
Updates
Big data anylitcs on Cross Border Reporting

The RPSG, led by the guidance of the Federation of East and South African Road Transport Association (FESARTA),
has recently provided members with some weekly feedback on cross-border road freight flows in the ESA region.
Border data are presented in bi-directional Heavy-Goods-Vehicle flows and show the (1) arrivals per day, (2)
queue times, (3) border crossing times, (4) HGV tonnage, (5) delays, (6) cost of delays. Main corridors split the
information in the region. Transporters, traders, and cargo owners are encouraged to use the non-tariff barrier
(NTBs) online tool developed by UNCTAD and the AfCFTA Secretariat. For a more regional approach, transporters
are encouraged to contact FESARTA and join their TRANSIST Bureau, which has achieved great success in
facilitating regional trade.
The image above provides a weekly snapshot (week-ending 23 October 20200) of the North-South Corridor,
replicated on the other regional corridors, including Walvis Bay, Mozambique, and Dar Corridors.

WCO ESA RPSG – Situation Report – Q3 2022
The WCO ESA RPSG is set to release their thirteenth Situation
Report containing a brief overview of the situation around
COVID-19 for the 24 respective countries that form the East
and Southern Africa (ESA) region. The update covers the period
of July to September 2022. According to the IMF’s regional
economic outlook1, economic growth is expected to slow by
more than one percentage point to 3,6% due to a worldwide
slowdown, tighter global financial conditions, and a dramatic
pickup in global inflation clouding a region already in turmoil
due to an ongoing series of shocks. As a result, many African
countries find themselves warped closer to the edge as
inflation and public debt are at levels not experienced in
decades while rising food and energy prices are preying on the
most vulnerable countries on the continent.

With fears growing that a global recession is looming
in 2023, the short-term outlook for the African
continent is increasingly uncertain as the region’s
prospects
are
firmly
aligned
with
future
developments of the global economy. Furthermore,
it is evident that policymakers are facing the most
challenging environment in years as the sociopolitical and security situation remains difficult for
many countries on the continent. Thus, African
policymakers need to consider the following four
policy priorities to ensure effective and sustainable
economic recovery: (1) food insecurity, (2) high levels
of inflation, (3) consolidating public finances, and (4)
climate change.
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SARS:
Monthly Update
SAAFF and Non-Proliferation Council for Weapons of Mass
Destruction: Co-Creating Legitimate Trade Facilitation
Continuing on SAAFF's trajectory of realising legitimate
trade facilitation, SAAFF encourages members, and their
clients, to take advantage of the pre-verification process
suggested by SAAFF and accepted by the NonProliferation Council for Weapons of Mass Destruction.
SAAFF will monitor the number of importers and
commodities against which a verification letter has been
issued on a month-to-month basis.
We are excited to share with you a positive win
emanating from our Gauteng trade facilitation forum.
SAAFF, in conjunction with the Non-Proliferation Council
of Weapons of Mass Destruction, co-hosted a webinar
wherein the regulations of and background of the
council were presented during part 1 of the webinar. In
part 2, we engaged in discussions specific to the import
and export control of the commodities under their
control and which also flag incorrectly for their control.

We received constructive input and feedback from SARS,
our members, and the council, ultimately co-creating and
adopting a workable and implementable solution.
We encourage all compliance managers, controllers,
operators, and entry clerks to proactively identify the
documentary requirements. This can be done by
consulting the P&R Index to request letters confirming
whether declared commodities are subject to their control
so that these letters can be uploaded immediately once
the CUSRES Status 4 message is received. This will ensure
that unnecessary costs and delays are avoided.
The council has agreed to the vetting of clients who
regularly import products that are not subject to their
control albeit still flagged with SARS due to these products
falling under a specific subheading. This is similar to an
“Approved Importer” concept within the prescribed
parameters of course.
In order to become an "Approved Importer":
1. Your client must write to the council to apply for
an inspection to progress with a verification letter
indicating periodic validity to support release from
SARS Customs.
2. The council will assess the letter and conduct
inspections at the importer's premises periodically
to ensure conformity and consequently endorse
the release.
3. The council will issue a letter valid for a prescribed
period, subject to renewal.
4. SAAFF
members
can
upload
the
letter
immediately, upon receipt of the CUSRES Code 4 to
progress the CUSRES Code 1 in these instances.

Front row: Dr Matome Mookodi
Back row from left: Devlyn Naidoo, Dr. Juanita
Maree and, Mr Lucky Mametja.

In addition, SARS will continuously update the P&R
index through engagement from escalations received
from our members through our online portal.
There is also a strong focus on exports, and a similar
approach has been agreed to, which will deliver
immense value to enhance legitimate trade
facilitation.
Our incorrect online detentions portal will now also be
used by the Non-Proliferation Council to log items
incorrectly flagged/not subject to their control.
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SARS:
Monthly Update
Launch of CUSTEX Penalty Resolution Tool
(CPRT) ™
Dear Member,
As the APEX voice of the Supply Chain, SAAFF is
consistently striving to deliver new frontiers, offer
value-added services, and in doing so, further enhance
compliance and consequently legitimate trade
facilitation, in support of co-creating a seamless supply
chain.
Do you disagree with the SARS Letter of Intent or
Demand to Impose a Penalty?
Do you receive administrative or repetitive
penalties of R 1 500.00 that are perceived as
unrealistic/ unfair in the circumstances?
Are the current DA51/DA52 processes not meeting
your expectations?
Have you received letters of demand which you
perceive as unreasonable?
If you have answered yes to any of these questions,
then we have a workable solution!

As we enter a new month, we are proud to announce the
launch of our SAAFF/CUSTEX Penalty Resolution Tool
(CPRT™). This online tool will allow you to log your penaltyrelated query, be it administrative or otherwise, either at
the Letter of Intent or the Letter of Demand stage, avoiding
financial and administrative burdens on your organisation.
The tool seeks to, inter alia, correctly apply the provisions
of SC-CO-01-01-A01, legal prescriptions, and constitutional
objectives. Additionally, the tool will trace the root cause
and endeavour to build capacity to avoid a recurrence of
such penalties.
The tool can be accessed at: https://saaff.org.za/cusdecpenalty-tool/.
As you may very well know, penalty-related issues are very
time sensitive. Therefore, if you want to harness the
effectiveness of the tool, it is imperative that the query is
logged immediately upon receipt of the letter of
intent/demand.
#Join the Co-Creation Journey
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SARS Update:
Registration, Licensing, and Accreditation
RLA Onboarding Roadshows
We encourage all our members to take advantage of a
seamless, hassle-free onboarding process to ensure you
achieve business continuity, enabling your organisation to
proceed with license renewals via the RLA platform on 1
November 2022. You can only renew your license if you are
onboarded onto the RLA platform. In addition, you can also
support your clients once you have been onboarded,
assisting them to onboard and supporting SARS in ensuring
that all traders have been onboarded onto the RLA
platform.
What do you require / who can attend?
Authorised people with access to e-filing and correct
user roles
Devices (Laptops) and connectivity
The relevant supporting PDF documents (proof of
address, contact details, and onboarding letter) are to be
saved on the desktop in PDF format
Bookings are not required.
What are the benefits of onboarding at the roadshow?
Onsite support
Less Red Tape
Quick, Efficient, and Hassle-Free
SARS is conducting roadshows in the regions to assist
traders to onboard onto the electronic RLA eFiling system.
Onboarding to the RLA system will lessen manual
processing that would, at times, cause delays.

The regional roadshows will provide traders with the
opportunity to have physical interactions with SARS’
Registration, Licensing, and Accreditation officers. They
will support traders in activating their eFiling profiles
and navigating the RLA e-Filing system by submitting an
application themselves. While the regional roadshows
commenced in Gauteng in September, traders in
Gauteng were invited to visit the SARS Doringkloof
office or SARS Alberton office for assistance during
October.
Traders in the Free State are now invited to visit the
SARS Maseru office any day from 14–18 November.
Slots are daily from 9:00–10:00, 11:00–12:00, and 13:00–
14:00. This will be the last leg of regional roadshows for
2022, and traders are encouraged to continue using the
self-registration option on e-Filing.
SARS has heeded our call to streamline efficiencies and
remediate the challenges experienced during the
manual new application and renewal licensing process
so let us take advantage of the plethora of benefits that
the RLA platform presents. Furthermore, in the spirit of
co-creation, SAAFF will support SARS at the Road Shows,
so we look forward to seeing you there. If you require
any support regarding RLA, be it onboarding or any
other
matter,
please
engage
with
us
via
saaffcommunications@saaff.org.za.

Customs License Renewals: RLA: Delivering Compliance
SAAFF has been walking hand in hand with SARS as we
continue to deliver value add to our membership. As the
APEX voice of the supply chain, it is our duty to serve the
industry, keep you well informed and co-create excellence
as we progress towards the realisation of legitimate trade
facilitation.
We encourage you to circulate our comms to your
compliance manager and operations staff responsible for
processing customs broker license renewals. As advised via
the desk of SAAFF Communications, the window to renew
your license has opened on the 01st of November 2022. You
can only renew your license if you are onboarded! We
encourage you to onboard today to ensure business and
supply chain continuity.
As you know, SARS is conducting roadshows in the regions
to assist traders to onboard onto the electronic Registration,
Licensing and Accreditation (RLA) e-Filing system.
Onboarding to the RLA system will reduce manual
processing that would, at times, cause delays.

The regional roadshows will provide traders with the
opportunity to have physical interactions with SARS’ RLA
officers, who will support traders in activating their eFiling profiles and navigate the RLA e-Filing system by
applying themselves. Traders in the Free State are now
invited to visit the SARS Maseru office any day from 14–
18 November. Slots are daily from 9:00-10:00, 11:0012:00, and 13:00-14:00. This will be the last leg of
regional roadshows for 2022, and traders are
encouraged to continue using the self-registration
option on e-Filing.
Venue:
SARS Maseru Bridge Boardroom
N12 Road
Ladybrand, Free State
For more information on Registration, Licensing
and Accreditation, see the RLA webpage.
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SARS and OGA:
Monthly Update
Single Window OGA & CUSDEC
Enhancements
The SAAFF SARS & OGA National Working
Group has convened a joint structure,
working with and through TSPs to craft the
co-creation of an efficient rollout of the EDI
automation of Duty Drawbacks and
Refunds, mapped to the operational
realities of the supply chain. Additionally,
the enhancements to Single Window OGA
are being championed by SAAFF as the
Architects of the Supply Chain by
supporting the linkages between the other
government agencies linked to the
timeframes, which support the seamless
flow of goods through our logistics network
with zero bottlenecks.

SAPS Use of S88 1(a) – Meeting
Deferred: Log your SAPS stops
At the CENOSF on 26 August, SARS confirmed that a meeting would
take place between SAAFF, SARS, and SAPS on 5 September to
discuss the SAPS use of S88 1(a), and it was advised at this
meeting. The meeting has been deferred to October. Having said
that, SAAFF encourages all members to log SAPS stops via our
digital portal,: SARS & OGA Issues Experienced Online.
Whilst we cannot share full details yet, we can confirm that SAAFF
is leading a pilot project with SAPS City Deep to streamline
inspection processes and shorten turnaround times. SAAFF has
initiated a joint SAPS-SAAFF pilot project with SAPS at City Deep to
further enhance the improvements currently being experienced by
trade. Whilst the pilot is in progress, we have also observed
noticeable improvements at SAPS City Deep in terms of inspection
turnaround times. These noticeable improvements are a result of
the strategic engagements between the SAAFF CEO and the SAAFF
Secretariat with the Head of SAPS at City Deep.
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SARS CENOSF:
October 2022 Update
The CENOSF on October 2022, as with all CENOSF forums, was well-represented by
SAAFF as followed up on various action log items, impacting Customs Operations at a
National Level. We provide a high-level overview summary of the action items that SAAFF
debated, and we welcome your valuable input in response to these or any other areas.

Use of S88 1(a) of the Customs
and Excise Act by SAPS
SAAFF will attempt to secure a joint- SARS/SAAFF
meeting with SAPS through our own efforts
Follow-up commitment made by Colbert at the
CENOSF
Mr. Potgieter has noted escalation and will have
acknowledged inclusion thereof as a priority matter
IRO the Sea Modality

The application of Section 44 (5)
There are no meetings scheduled for the week.
Therefore, we will use the time available to
progress pending solutions and proposals IRO the
Action Log items.

SADC Secretariat North-South
Corridor Time Release Study
SAAFF has engaged SARS directly, providing input IRO
methodology to be considered

Smart Borders
SAAFF SARS & OGA Working Group will meet on 8
November 2022 to align, adopt and prepare a
response for submission to Werner Mack

Progress Indicator:
Complete
In Progress
Slow Progress

Attendance by the Private Sector
Colbert has agreed to an engagement with SAAFF
to provide insights and clarity in respect of TOR
and good governance
Structure CENOSF according to priority setting
(Cargo Owners, Extended Role Players in the
Supply Chain – Practical Impact on Legitimate
Trade Facilitation and National Operations)

Update on Border Management
Authority (BMA) Matters
SAAFF to prepare for an engagement with SARS and
BMA prior to the CENOSF of 2 December 2022

Land Cluster 3: Mpumalanga
Engagement planned with Pier van der Westhuizen
IRO rail hand over challenge

Customs 2023/2024 Business Plan
SAAFF Secretariat to share a draft document with the
working group for adoption/alignment, before
submission

An official list of dutiable and non-dutiable charges to be circulated to
trade, in alignment with SARS strategic objectives 1 and 2
Contrary to the feedback received by Dr. Leon Simpson, we were advised otherwise at the CENOSF of 28 October
2022
Proposed that members log valuation-related queries
SAAFF has highlighted the need for capacity building and will progress a meeting with SARS Product and Policy as
suggested by the CENOSF Chair
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Authorised Economic
Operator Pilot Project
Monthly Progress Update
The number of applicants for the AEO Pilot Project
implemented in July 2022 is steadily increasing, with
interest expressed by various role-players in the supply
chain.
Weekly scheduled meetings with the SARS AEO Pilot Project
Team provide an excellent platform to exchange views
specifically to ensure the continuous improvement of the
programme as it evolves in South Africa. The close working
relationship established with SARS and the business
community is welcomed by SAAFF as it aligns with Pillar 2 of
the SAFE Framework of Standard.
Engagements with pilot project participants are ongoing
and include site visits if required, weekly meetings and
providing technical expertise.
SAAFF members and the private sector are encouraged to
apply for the AEO programme and should also encourage
their business partners to apply for AEO accreditation. If
you require any information about the AEO programmes,
you are welcome to contact us at rsingh@saaff.org.za

Baitumedi's 5-A-Day
Escalations
We are committed to adding value to your
business and resolving all your queries timeously .
The 5-A-Day Campaign is established to cater to
the challenges our members experience daily.
For October, our members raised pertained to
issues with the RLA system and some mentions of
delays due to inspections. We want to encourage
our members to reach out to us with any specific
requests or feedback and to visit our website for
further information on the work being done by the
SAAFF team.
If there are any SARS-related issues, please
encourage your staff to log these via the link
appended herewith: SARS & OGA issues
experienced.
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Important Dates
Gauteng
30 November - Gauteng Chapter Meeting
01 December - Transport Forum Year-end
hosted by SAAFF and FNB

g
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Overall
17 November - SARS Private Sector-AEO-Group
quarterly meeting
18 December - SAAFF National festive season closure

SDF & Training Provider Forum

The SDF & Training Provider Forum was hosted at SAAFF
on 3 November 2022 and was very well received by our
members. The world supply chains have seen
unprecedented challenges in recent years. South Africa
needs to be very responsive to these changes, especially in
the logistics and forwarding industries. Every effort to skill,
empower, guide and support will contribute to South
African success. In this context, the Skills Forum has been
launched that brings together employers, providers, SDFs,
the SAAFF, and the SETAs. Our primary agenda is to
facilitate development and agile processes within supply
chains so that, as a country, we can transcend the
challenges that serve only as stumbling blocks within the
forwarding industry.

We believe that through positive engagement
opportunities, we will build and forge relationships
based on trust and respect. This Forum is imperative
to get the members and training providers to engage
and share their ideas and challenges in our industry.
This Forum is a platform to work collectively and
provide training and skills development support and
solutions. The Forum also intends to work with TETA
to secure funding for our members, which is much
needed. We will communicate the forum meeting
dates for 2023 once they are confirmed.
For any further enquiries,
dmoodley@saaff.org.za

please

contact:
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